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players. This made a strange stir in Paris, and as she
did not dare to continue it she gave up her usual place,
and took at the opera a little box where she could
scarcely be seen, and where she was almost incognito.
As the comedy was played then upon the opera stage
for Madame, this little box served for both entertain-
ments.

The Duchess desired apparently to pass the summer
nights in all liberty in the garden of the Luxembourg.
She accordingly had all the gates walled up but one,
by which the Faubourg Saint-Germain, which had al-
ways enjoyed the privilege of walking there, were much
deprived. M. le Due thereupon opened the Conti gar-
den to make up to the public for their loss. As may be
imagined, strange things were said about the motives
which led to the walling up of the garden.

As the Princess found new lovers to replace the old
ones, she tried to pension off the latter at the expense
of the public. She had a place created expressly for
La Haye. She bought, or rather the King for her, a
little house at the entry of the Bois de Boulogne, which
was pretty, with all the wood in front, and a fine garden
behind. It was called La Muette.

After many amours she had become smitten with
Rion, a younger son of the house of Aydic. He was a
fat, chubby, pale little fellow, who had so many pimples
that he did not ill resemble an abscess. He had good
teeth, but had no idea he should cause a passion which
in less than no time became ungovernable, and which
lasted a long while without however interfering with
temporary and passing amours. He was not worth a
penny, but had many brothers and sisters who had no